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Laura Strickling, soprano, a Chicago native, obtained a Bachelor of Music degree from Moody Bible Institute, studying under Dr. Susan Clark Manns, and a Master of Music degree at the Peabody Institute of Johns Hopkins University, where she was a Merit Scholarship recipient studying under William Sharp and Phyllis Bryn-Julson.  Ms. Stricking is a versatile musician whose repertoire ranges from Purcell to Previn.  Ms. Strickling made her professional operatic debut as a resident artist with the 

Berkshire Opera in the role of the Dew Fairy in Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel in July 2006.

Her other performances include Belinda in Purcell’s Dido and Aeneas with Opera Manhattan, the Countess Almaviva in Mozart’s Le Nozze di Figaro with the Bay Area Summer Opera Theatre, Mabel in Gilbert and Sullivan’s ThePirates of Penzance with the Georgetown Gilbert and Sullivan Society, Mrs. Segstrom in Sondheim’s A Little Night Music with the Peabody Opera Theatre, Gretel in Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel with the Peabody Opera Outreach, Micaëla in Bizet’s Carmen with the Rome Festival Opera, and Pamina in Mozart’s Die Zauberflöte and Serpina in Pergolesi’s La Serva Padronaat the Moody Bible Institute.  In March 2005, Ms. Strickling created the role of Muriel in the world premiere of Thomas Benjamin’s The Alien Corn with the Peabody Opera Theatre.  In April 2010, she returned to the Georgetown Gilbert and Sullivan Society in the role of Josephine in Sullivan’s H.M.S. Pinafore.

Ms. Strickling made her professional concert debut with the Annapolis Opera in the December 2005 Mozart by Candlelight concert.  Other solo concert engagements include the U.S. premiere of selections from Riccardo Riccardi’s Canti di Pessoa at Goucher College, Beethoven’s Mass in C with the Peabody Hopkins Chorus, Handel’s Messiah with Moody Bible Institute, and the aria Depuis le jour from Charpentier’s opera Louisewith the Chicago City-Wide Symphony Orchestra.  In May 2010, she will be presenting a recital sponsored by the Baltimore Music Club.  Ms. Strickling has performed in master classes with Kathleen Kelly, Tom Muraco, Christine Goerke, David Bender, and Ben Heppner, and has worked with acclaimed directors Josemaria Condemi (Le Nozze di Figaro) and Garnett Bruce (The Alien Corn).

In 2008 Ms. Strickling won first place awards at both the Maryland State and Mid-Atlantic Region NATS Audition Competitions in the continuing education division.  In March 2010, she won first place at both the Baltimore Music Club Competition and the National Association of Teachers of Singing Artist Awards (NATSAA) – Virginia State Competition.
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Sara Dell’Omo, mezzo-soprano,  is a native of Jacksonville, Texas, and a summa cum laude graduate of the University of North Texas, earning her Bachelor of Music in Performance in 2001.  The following year, after completing Basic Combat Training at Fort Jackson, South Carolina, she joined the U.S. Army Chorale at Fort Myer, Virginia.  In May 2005, Ms. Dell’Omo joined “The President’s Own” United States Marine Band, becoming the first featured female vocal soloist in the Marine Band’s 213-year 

history.  As mezzo-soprano soloist and concert moderator, she performs regularly for the band’s concert series and ceremonial events around the Washington D.C. area, provides musical support for the White House, and travels across the country during the band’s annual concert tour.

In addition to her military service, Ms. Dell’Omo has been featured as guest soloist with the Richmond Pops Band, the New Dominion Chorale, the Choral Arts Society of Washington, the U.S. Army Chorus, the Harrisburg Chorale Society, the Ashville Chorale Society and the Oratorio Society of Charlottesville.

In 2010 Ms. Dell’Omo was named  a regional finalist in the Mid-Atlantic Metropolitan Opera Council Auditions, and this December she makes her debut with the Southwest Florida Symphony.

Ms. Dell’Omo currently resides in Burke, Virginia, with her husband, SSG Tom Dell’Omo, and their children, Leonardo, Josephine and Luca.
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Michael Gallant, tenor, studied at the Eastman School of Music and the University of Michigan from which he holds degrees in Vocal Performance and Comparative Literature.  His opera roles include Almaviva in The Barber of Seville and Tamino in The Magic Flute with Annapolis Opera.  He has also sung Don Ramiro in La Cenerentola, Fenton in Falstaff, and Laurie in Little Women which he both performed and covered at Central City Opera in Colorado as well as Opera Omaha.  He was an apprentice artist with both Central City Opera 

and the Ohio Light Opera Company.  More recently he performed the role of Niki in Oscar Straus’ Waltz Dream with Concert Operetta Theater of Philadelphia.  He also performs on several concert series of “Three Tenors.” In the Philadelphia area and in New Jersey, including a performance with the Ocean City Pops. 

Mr. Gallant has performed numerous oratorio works, including the Berlioz Te Deum with the Cathedral Choral Society and Riley Lewis, Mendelssohn’s Elijah with the Fairfax Choral Society, and Saint-Saen's Christmas Oratorio with the New Dominion Chorale, as well as the Evangelist roles in Bach’s St. John Passion and St. Matthew Passion with the Detroit Chamber Players.  

Mr. Gallant has recorded several works, including excerpts from The Golem and The Fool for Sony Records Project, Easter Joy for Equilibrium, and a selection of sacred arias for the Hal Leonard Corporation.  He has won numerous awards, including first place at the Washington D.C. Vocal Arts Society competition through which he made his debut at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.  Other awards include the Shoshana Foundation apprentice Award, first place at the Friends of Opera Scholarship Competition, full tuition at the University of Michigan for merit-based performance, and finalist for the Ryan Center for American Artists of the Lyric Opera of Chicago.

Mr. Gallant credits his  musical training and instruction to several wonderful teachers including his father, pianist and musician Walter Gallant; Randall Reid-Smith; and Elizabeth Daniels; and voice instructors and conductors Martin Katz and Theodore Morrison of the University of Michigan.
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Jeffrey Tarr, bass, is a native of Portsmouth, Ohio.  He received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Tennessee Temple University and a Masters of Music degree from the Peabody Conservatory of Music of the Johns Hopkins University.  Possessing a rich, warm voice with “rock-solid vocalism and powerful projection” (The Capital), Mr. Tarr is equally in demand for opera and concert work. He has appeared with the Washington National Opera, Opera Bel Cantanti, Chattanooga Symphony and Opera,

and Maryland Concert Opera. Mr. Tarr’s portrayal of Basilio in Annapolis Opera's production of Il Barbiere di Siviglia was described by The Washington Post as “fervent [and] robust.”  Other operatic credits include Sarastro in Die Zauberflöte, Father Trulove in The Rake’s Progress, Osmin in Die Entfuhrung aus dem Serail, Benoit in La Boheme, Ceprano in Rigoletto, the Parson/Badger in The Cunning Little Vixen, Bartolo in Le Nozze di Figaro, Superintendent Budd in Albert Herring and Collatinus in Rape of Lucretia. Most recently, he performed the role of the Notary in WNO’s production of Don Pasquale.
On the concert stage, Mr. Tarr has performed in Handel’s Messiah, Faure’s Requiem, Bach’s St. John’s Passion, Mozart’s Requiem, Brahms’s Requiem and Bach’s Magnificat with the Concert Artists of Baltimore, the Handel Choir of Baltimore, the Choral Arts Society of Chattanooga, DC Summer Sings, and the New Dominion Chorale. His 2007 performance of Messiah with the New Dominion Chorale was lauded by The Washington Post as “outstanding…a large, resonant voice, filled with both power and clarity.”

Mr. Tarr is a former prize winner in the Annapolis Opera Competition, the Orpheus Vocal Competition, the Marie Crump Vocal Competition and the Gretchen Hood Vocal Competition. As winner of the 2005 Vocal Arts Society's Art Song Discovery Series, Mr. Tarr presented four recital programs at prestigious venues throughout the DC area including the Kennedy Center and the Odeon Concert Series. He presently serves as an adjunct faculty member in the voice department at American University.

