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     NEW DOMINION CHORALE PRESENTS “RHAPSODY IN SONG: FROM BRAHMS TO GERSHWIN,” SUNDAY, OCT. 30, SCHLESINGEER CENTER

     The 220-voice New Dominion Chorale, under the direction of Artistic Director Thomas Beveridge, opens its 21st season with “Rhapsody in Song: From Brahms to Gershwin,” featuring Thomas Pandolfi performing Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue.  
 

     The performance will take place at 4:00 pm on Sunday, October 30, at the Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts Center on the Alexandria Campus of Northern Virginia Community College, 3001 North Beauregard St., Alexandria, Va.

Featured soloists are pianists Pandolfi and Jeffrey Chappell; mezzo soprano Adriana Zabala, who has appeared in recital in the Barns at Wolf Trap and many other opera companies; and Benjamin Warschawski, a world-renowned tenor and cantor.  
The first half of the concert presents secular music by Johannes Brahms in special translations by Mr. Beveridge. Included will be selections from the composer’s “Gypsy Songs” and “Liebeslieder Waltzes,” solo songs and folk song arrangements.


The second half of the concert will feature Mr. Pandolfi performing George Gershwin’s “Rhapsody in Blue.” Thomas Pandolfi, who lives in Montgomery County, is recognized nationally and internationally for his performances of Gershwin and has been hailed as “one of the rising stars” among American pianists.  

Mezzo Adriana Zabala, who recently made her European debut under Maestro Lorin Maazel as Mercedes in Carmen at the Palau de les Arts Reina Sofia in Valencia, Spain, and tenor Benjamin Warschawski, who has thrilled audiences worldwide with leading tenor roles with the New York City Opera and other major companies, will combine their expressive operatic experience in selections from well-known operettas: Franz Lehar’s “The Merry Widow,” “The Lord of Smiles” and “Tsarevitch;” 
The concert will conclude with a medley of Gershwin songs arranged by Mr. Pandolfi and Mr. Beveridge, including “I Got Rhythm,” “The Man I love,” “Love Walked In” and “Embraceable you.”                

New Dominion Chorale is one of the largest choruses in the Washington Metropolitan area.  Its performances have received consistent praise from Washington Post music critics, and the organization has achieved considerable attention for operating as a non-auditioned “singers’ cooperative.”  In addition to its regular concerts at the Schlesinger Center, almost all of which are performed with professional orchestra, the Chorale has also appeared at the Washington National Cathedral and the Concert Hall of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.

  Artistic Director Thomas Beveridge, who founded New Dominion Chorale, is considered one of the Washington area’s most versatile musicians.  He is the composer of over 600 works, the most notable of which is his Yizkor Requiem: A Quest for Spiritual Roots, first performed by New Dominion Chorale in 1993.  Since then, there have been numerous performances in the United States and Europe and it was recorded by Sir Neville Marriner and the Academy of St Martin in the Fields on the Naxos label. Mr. Beveridge was recently awarded the first WAMMIE ever given to a composer and was honored at a ceremony at La Maison Francaise for his “distinguished contributions to the artistic vibrancy of Washington’s choral heritage.” 

 Tickets for New Dominion Chorale’s October 30 Rhapsody in Song concert are available online at www.newdominion.org and may be purchased at the door. Tickets are $30; $25 for seniors; $5 for students and children.  More information is available at www.newdominion.org  or (703) 442-9404.  Parking is free.
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